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UNIVERSITY OF RICHMOND 
DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC CONCERT SERIES 
Susan Dunn, soprano 
Gregory Mason, piano 
February 3, 1995, 8:15 PM 
Byrd and William Perkinson Recital Hall 
The emergence of a true Verdi soprano is an event of international importance in the music 
world, and Susan Dunn has achieved not only this Verdian stature, but also has been equally 
acclaimed for her Wagner and Mahler singing as well as in concert and recital during the 
meteoric rise of her world career. This young American soprano has demonstrated her 
extraordinary gifts on the world's most challenging stages: La Scala in Milan, where she 
made her debut in Arda, New Yorlc's Carnegie Hall, where she created a sensation in a 
concert performance of Act I of Wagner's Die Walkiire; at Lincoln Center's Avery Fisher 
Hall where she appeared with the New York Philharmonic in the Verdi Requiem and later in 
the Four Last Songs of Richard Strauss; with the Lyric Opera of Chicago as Leonora in 
Verdi's La Forza de/ Destino; at Chicago's Orchestra Hall in a concert performance of 
Verdi's Simon Boccanegra; at the Vienna State Opera as Amelia in Un Ba/lo in Maschera 
and at the Australian Opera as Desdemona. She made lier debut at the Metropolitan Opera in 
II Trovatore in February of 1990. She has worlced with the world's most eminent maestros, 
including Sir Georg Solti, Riccardo Chailly, Oaudio Abbado, James Conlon, Lorin Maazel, 
Seiji Ozawa, Edo de Waart, Zubin Mehta and Daniel Barenboim .. 
A native of Bauxite, Arlcansas, Susan Dunn is completely American-trained, having studied at 
Indiana University in Bloomington and then at the University of Illinois privately with the 
renowned coach and accompanist John Wustman. During the final years of her studies, Miss 
Dunn began to attract the attention of the music world and also to win prestigious awards:· the 
D' Angelo Young Artist Competition, the Metropolitan Opera National Council Award and the 
Opera Company of Philadelphia/Luciano Pavarotti International Vocal Competition, and then 
in 1983 three major honors: The Richard Tucker Award, Chicago's WGN-lllinois Opera 
Competition and the Dallas Morning News - G.B. Dealy Award. 
Miss Dunn's initial successes brought her to the immediate attention of major musical capitals, 
and she was soon appearing on their major stages. She made her Italian debut at Bologna's 
Teatro Comunale in Verdi's I Vespri Siciliani, and this was soon followed by her La Scala 
debut as Aida; she triumphed as Leonora in II Trovatore at the Washington Opera and her 
debut with the New Yorlc Philharmonic followed in performances of the Verdi Requiem. She 
has also appeared with the orchestras of Rotterdam and Amsterdam, the Berlin Radio 
Orchestra, the Orchestre de Paris, the Chicago Symphony, the Minnesota Orchestra and the 
Atlanta Symphony and at major international festivals including Tanglewood, Cincinnati, 
Ravinia, Wolf Trap, Edinburgh and Saint-Denis. Opera appearances have included the Lyric 
Opera of Chicago in La Forza de/ Destino and Arda, the Dallas Opera in Don Carlo, the 
Houston Opera in Un Ballo in Maschera, the Vienna State Opera, again in Ba/lo, the 
Australian Opera in Otello, a return to the opera of Bologna for a major revival of Verdi's 
Giovanna d'Arco and the Cologne Opera for Simon Boccanegra. 
In the fall of 1990, Miss Dunn appeared with the Pittsburgh Symphony in a concert 
performance of Act I of Die Walkiire under the direction of Lorin Maazel, a performance 
which was recorded by Telarc and released in the Spring of 1991. She then appeared with 
the San Francisco Opera in Ba/lo in Masi:hera. She presented a special recital in Little Rock 
in December. In March, she appeared with Luciano Pavarotti in concerts in St. Paul, 
Minnesota and Carmel, California. In May, she appeared with the New Yolk Philharmonic 
for the final concerts of Zubin Mehta as its Music Director in perlormances of Gurrelieder 
and in a gala performance of Mendelssohn's Elijah at Chicago's Orchestra Hall, presented 
by that city's Music of the Baroque. During the summer, Miss Dunn appeared at the Saint-
Denis Festival in Paris, singing the Four Last Songs of Strauss, and at a special perfmmance 
of the Verdi Requiem at the Berlcshire Choral FestivaL. Miss Dunn appeared as the soprano 
soloist in a performance of Mahler's Resurrection Symphony with the Philharmonia under the 
direction of Lorin Maazel in London in December of 1991. She returned to London in July 
for the Verdi Requiem for the Proms at Albert Hall and then travelled·to SydneyJor Simon 
Boccanegra with the Australian Opera. In November, she appeared in the Richard Tucker 
Music Foundation Gala at Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center. In May of 1993, she appeared 
in the Cincinnati May Festival perlormance of Rossini's Petite Messe Solonnelle and in recital. 
Miss Dunn has recorded an album of arias for London/Decca Records with .Riccardo Chailly 
conducting, and she sings Tove in London's recording of Schoenberg's <;Jurrelieder and also 
appears on that label's new recording of Mahler's Das Klagende Lied. In addition to the 
Act I of Die Walkiire on Telarc, Miss Dunn is also the soprano soloist in their release of the 
Verdi Requiem with Robert Shaw conducting the Atlanta Symphony, ·awarded the Grammy as 
the Album of the Year of 1988. The Giovanni d'Arco . and Vespri Siciliani performances 
from Bologna are also available on video. 
Miss Dunn is a new member of the faculty at Duke University, where she is the head·of the 
vocal studies program. 
PROGRAM -
Dank sei dir, Herr attributed G. F. Handel 
(1685-1759) 
An Chloe 
Als Luise die Briefe ihies ungetreuen 
Liebhabers verbrannte 
Abendempfindung 
from the MiJrike Lieder._ · 
Auf einer Wanderung 
Dass verlassene Magdlein 
·· · Der Gartner . 
'An eine Aeolshatfe 
Es muss ein Wunderbares sein 
Freudvoll und liedvoll 
OLieb < 
IN_TERMISSION 
Non t' amo piu . 
· L'alba separa dalla luce l'ombra 
E se un giomo tomasse 
Contrasto 
I tempi assai lontani · 
W. A.Mozart 
(1756-1791) 
Hugo Wolf 
(1860-1903) 
Franz Liszt 
(1811-1886) 
. Paolo Tosti 
(1846-1916) 
Ottorino Respighi 
(1879-1936) 
. American Songs of the Early 20th Century 
Toe World is Waiting for the Stmrise Ernest Seitz 
(1892-1978) 
) am the Harp- R. Huntington Woodman 
. (1861-1943) 
The Greatest Man Charles Ives 
(1874-1954) 
Homing Teresa del Riego 
(1876-1968) 
Gregory Mason has been on the faculties of the College of William and Mary, Millikin 
University and the Brooklyn Conservatory of Music. He worlced for seven years as coach 
and accompanist in New Yorlc City, where his professional positions included staff pianist for 
the American Music Competition at Carnegie Hall and for the Vincent La Selva Opera 
Classes at the Juilliard School. Other credits include staff coach for the Virginia Opera 1987-
8; the NBC Movie of the Week Lena, My Hundred Children, for which he coached the 
actress Linda Lavin; pianist for the Enrico de Anrade Competition in Lisbon, Portugal; and 
pianist for a Placido Domingo :master class at the Metropolitan Opera in New York City. 
· Mr. Mason holds a Bachelor of Music in Piano Performance from the University of Michigan, 
as well as the Master and Doctor of Musical Arts degrees from the University of Illinois, 
where he studied with famed coach and accompanist John Wustman. At the University of 
Illinois, Mr. Mason was the Krannert Debut Artist Competition winner for 1991, as well as a 
University Fellow. 
Among his extensive recital credits are an•all-Spanish program at the United Nations, and a 
recital at Carnegie Recital Hall for which the New York Times' critic Will Crutchfieldpraised 
Mr. Mason's "characterful and interesting playing." In 1993, Mr. Mason performed recitals 
in New York, Chicago, Cincinnati and San Francisco, where critic Michael Zee of the 
International Times wrote, "Mr. Zhou's pianist, Gregory Mason, played with complete 
mastery. Rarely is collaborative playing of this stature heard in San Francisco, That year, he 
was heard on FAN radio, Chicago, from the Myra Hess Recital Series and on two WILL-FM 
broadcasts from the Sunday Salon Series at the Krannert Center for the Performing Arts in 
Champaign, IL. 
Mr. Mason has performed in Barcelona, Madrid and Lisbon. He toured seven Latin and South 
American countries in 1994 as a soloist and collaborator under the auspices of the United 
States Information Agency as a winner of its Artistic Ambassador Program Competition. 
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Senior Recital: 
Tim Frey, trumpet 
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